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Note: Library closed July 4 and July 30

The Friends News
President’s Message Elmer Cameron
Dear Members,
It was difficult to know where to start as I prepared my quarterly
President's Message to you and the nearly 300 members of
the Friends of the Library.
Following are just a few of the activities which have kept us
busy while we raised an average of $75,000 for the last three
years.


Preparing for the monthly two-day half price sales in the Friends Book Shop. Sorting,
pricing, and selecting the donated books so the Book Shop can be constantly refreshed
and restocked during the day. We regularly rotate out books that have not sold after a
period of time.



Sales of books on Ebay. We are grateful to volunteer Loie Jeromin, who has handled listing
and selling selected items on Ebay for the last eight years and has recently stepped down
from that task. And thank you to volunteer Linda Parker for agreeing to take this
responsibility on in the future.



Keeping up with a significant increase in boxes of books donated by the public.



Training of several new volunteers. Thank You, we need you!



Monthly meetings of the Friends of the Library Board to hear library staff requests and to
authorize funds for programs provided free for children and adults.



Working with a new partner, Operation Book Support, for selected books they can sell for
us and providing a higher level of revenue for those items.



Working over the last 18 months with Library Systems and Services, (LS&S) and their
Library Director, Patricia Crosby. Although it’s been a change with a learning curve on both
sides, this has proven to be a great partnership. And now we have a new LS&S Library
Director (see page 2) and look forward to working with her. Welcome Dara Bradds!

Library Administration
Farewell to Patricia Crosby, Outgoing Library Director
It's that time of year again when all staff is busy with our Summer Reading
Challenge (SRC). This year our theme “Read, Play, Act” began June 8 and
runs through July 27, 2019. Please be sure to check out--and attend--our
creative, fun and educational programs that offer something for all ages,
and sign up for SRC for chances to win nifty prizes. You can do that in
person with one of our staff members or online at
http://www.escondidolibrary.org/summer
Change is the only constant in life, we eventually learn. In that vein, this is
my final column in The Friends News. My last day as Director in Escondido
was June 5. An opportunity arose that called me back East and alas, that call was answered. It has
been a true pleasure working with the Escondido Public Library staff and all of the amazingly
dedicated volunteers here. The teamwork, commitment to the community, and creativity of this
talented group of people is and will always be a highlight of my career and journey in life.
Thank you, always, for all that you do.

Welcome Dara Bradds, Incoming Library Director
Dara joined Escondido Library the first week in June and we’re
giving her a moment to catch her breath and get her feet on the
ground. You’ll hear directly from her in the next issue of The
Friends News, but for now, here’s a little of her professional
background.
Dara Bradds has been a professional librarian for twenty years,
and a library administrator since 2015. She has spent most of her
career in public libraries and comes to Escondido from New
Hampshire where she most recently served as the Assistant
Director to Hooksett Public Library. Prior to that she spent time as
the Head of Circulation at Manchester City Library (NH), created
and served in the position of Community Services Librarian at
Franklin Springboro Public Library in Ohio, served as a Reference
Librarian and Trainer at the New Hampshire State Library, and started her professional career as a
Reference Librarian at the Columbus Metropolitan Library in Ohio.
Dara has been an active member in the New Hampshire Library Association serving as a
Membership Chair and a Conference Co-Chair. As a member of ALA, she completed ALA’s
Advocacy Bootcamp.
When not in the library, Dara spends time with her family exploring their new home state of
California.
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Adult Services & the Pioneer Room Katy Duperry, Sr. Librarian
More changes . . . Monica Barrette, Adult Services Sr. Librarian has moved on to a promotional
opportunity at Chula Vista Library. . . she will be missed. Katy Duperry and Dan Wood are sharing
her responsibilities until a replacement is named. . .
Programs - Many of the programs offered like the Second Tuesday Book Club are centered
around reading, while others like Rincon Literario (bilingual book club), and the Escondido
Writers Group are more focused on communication and learning. Both of these clubs are
important to the educational environment this library has come to represent. Additionally, our
Second Saturday Concert Series will now expand throughout the year keeping music and culture
a part of our identity all year around.
Events - Succulent Swap - Adult Services recently hosted the 2nd
annual Succulent Swap, where attendees were able to bring and
exchange succulents, and learn how to pot their own succulent. This
event was a hit, with 68 attendees--more than double the attendance
from last year!
May the 4th Be With You! Star Wars Day was an all
ages celebration of Star Wars culture and cosplay.
Members of the 501st Legion (a Star Wars fan group
that dresses in accurate costumes from the films) visited
with excited fans and posed for photos, and we had
demonstrations of new library technology, such as the
3D printer and Silhouette Cameo machine that
attendees used to create their own paper light up light
sabers! Additionally, it was Free Comic Book Day and
attendees were all able to take free comic books home.
This immensely popular event drew a crowd of
230 adults and children in just a few hours.
Pioneer Room is displaying “The Foundations of Escondido” gallery
exhibit, by local artist Carolyn Waeenseller which features artistic
renditions of historic buildings in Escondido. It will be on display from
June 6th – August 29th.
Resume Review
In keeping with the theme of adult education, Adult Services hosted a Resume Review workshop in
collaboration with South Metro Career Center, an associate of CalJOBS. Thirteen participants had
their resumes assessed and received advice from a professional in a classroom setting. This was a
great lead up to our Career Fair, scheduled for July 13th at 10:30 a.m. We will be partnering with
local businesses to give career advice as well as recruiting for hire.
Cosplay 101
Running with the Read, Act, Play theme of this year’s Summer Reading Challenge, the Library will
host its first-ever “cosplay” class. The Library will give a thorough introduction to costumes and
props, cosplay culture, and material resources. Attendees will walk away with the positive message
that cosplay is for everyone.
-3-

Youth Services Activities, Dan Wood, Senior Librarian
Escondido Public Library’s Youth Services division had a busy few spring months and is in full
swing for summer!
Youth Services hosted many old and new events including Dr. Seuss Reader’s Theater, Dia de
los Niños/Libras, Composting and Gardening for Kids, Tea-Rex-iquette, and Sci-Fun Club. Our
annual Dia de Los Niños/Libros event that celebrates children and reading. Families that
participated enjoyed stories, songs, crafts, and free books. Dr. Seuss saw the return of The Cat
in the Hat, Fish, and Thing One and Thing Two. These rascals entertained the families and
promoted the importance and fun of reading.
The City of Escondido partnered with the library to teach kids about the importance of
composting and how to garden.
Dr. Yaz Bilmora hosted a five week course of science experiments for kids in third to fifth
grade to spark their interest in science.

A special T-Rex guest, Mrs. California
Plus, and The Grand Tea Room helped
Youth Services host a Tea-Rex-iquette
event. Families and kids who took part in
the tea party received an etiquette
lesson, story, and then took part in a tea
where they practiced the skills they
learned.

Youth Services partnered with Adult Services to host our all ages Free Comic Book Day/Star
Wars Day. The 501st Legion assisted by dressing up as various Star Wars characters to help
entrain the crowd. Those that attended Free Comic Book Day received a free comic book, took
pictures with the 501st, completed crafts, and saw the library’s VR (Virtual Reality) and 3D
Printer.
The Summer Reading Challenge theme this year is Read. Act. Play. Babies, Kids, Teens, and
Adults can participate by reading and completing activities to earn prizes. Kids events include
special Storytimes; Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics (STEAM)-themed
craft events; a visit from reptiles, and Rick Huddles&#39; Scary Squirrel&#39;s Retro Reboot
Dance Party.
Stay tuned for the next newsletter with a breakdown of the Summer Reading Challenge!
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Friends Book Shop News Linda Atkinson, Shop Coordinator
The book scanning process (Operation Book Support or
OBS) that was put in place in January has yielded a profit of
$1,165.02 for the first quarter of 2019 which has added to our
consistently steady Book Shop sales. We are continuing to
display special sales, for example book sets and popular
music, to make them more visible and eye appealing.
We continue to receive tremendous donations in the sorting
area. If you would like to help out with sorting or any other way
to prepare items for sale in the Shop please call me to discuss
our latest processes. My number (home) is 760-747-7024.
One day a patron visiting the Shop asked if we had certain “Harry Potter” books so she could put
the entire set into a library she’s creating for her grandchildren - a safe place where they can enjoy
the fun experience of reading. She was told we would help her any way we could - and we did by
presenting her with an entire set at no charge (from the personal collection of a volunteer) if she
would share photos... here are a couple . . .Great Grandmother! . . . Lucky Grandchildren!.
Volunteering with the Friends of the Library brings so much joy!

.

UPCOMING SALE DATES IN THE BOOK SHOP (Revised and Corrected from mailed issue)
JULY 26 & 27

SEPTEMBER 27 & 28

AUGUST 30 & 31

OCTOBER 25 & 26
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Volunteer Appreciation

Cookie Allen, Volunteer Coordinator

The 2019 Annual Library Volunteer Luncheon was held on Thursday, April 11, 2019 at the California Center
for the Arts, Escondido. It was attended by 200 library volunteers and library staff. This lovely event is held
each year so library staff can show their utmost appreciation for all the hundreds of hours volunteers
provide. Thank you library volunteers for all that you do!
Volunteers work in the Friends Book Shop and in the
workroom; teach adults how to read or improve their
Literacy skills; serve on boards; teach children how to
play chess; bring service animals in to ‘read’ with
children; process new materials; mend library
materials; and create DVD covers. . . Volunteers
provide story times; facilitate programs; shelve
books; check in items; pull holds on requests; provide
clerical support; assist with projects in the Pioneer
Room; help patrons learn about new technology such
as the 3D printers and Virtual Reality Systems and so
much more!
And congratulations to Marge Kelley for being
recognized as Friends of the Library 2019 Volunteer!
Mark your calendars library volunteers for the 2020 Library Volunteer Luncheon on Thursday, April 16,
2020!

Technology & Support Services, Katy Duperry, Senior Librarian
Technology & Support Services Division is gearing up for a pretty big tech change! In August, the Library will
be switching over to a different software system, called Polaris, that will manage everything from the patron
database, to the catalog! Staff will attend a full-day training session, as well as have access to the testing
software so they can be prepared for this change. There are several new features that will improve the
experience of our patrons, especially when using the catalog at home or on their mobile device. Some of
these improvements include:
 Suggestions of read-alikes embedded into the catalog record (these will display for various things like
the author, the genre of the book, or the title.)
 Lexile and Advanced Reading scores (for children’s materials) embedded into the catalog record.
 Fine payment online via credit card
 A new, updated phone notification and automated renewal system
 Text and email notification options (right now you can have one or the other but not both; with this
system you can have both if you’d like)
 Better integration with the self-checkouts and ordering modules
This fall, the Library will offer 3D printing for free to the public! Digital Services Specialist Gabriel Diaz took a
week-long trip to other libraries up the California coast in April to get more information on maker space
technology, policies, and procedures to prepare for this first step towards implementing our own mobile maker
space.
We are making some changes in Graphics and Marketing as well! In addition to Nicholas Ivins, our Marketing
Coordinator, Sophia Navarro from Adult Services is now assisting with graphics and marketing, focusing her
talents on displays, wayfinding signage, and digital images for use on social media and the website. We have
been busy with the Summer Reading Challenge, and the upcoming re-branding project!
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Application for Membership
Individual - $10.00
Family - $15.00
Supporting - $35.00
Life Membership - $125.00
Business/Organization - $30.00

Payable to:

Friends of the Escondido Public Library
c/o Escondido Public Library
239 South Kalmia Street
Escondido, CA 92025

NAME___________________________________________ PHONE___________
ADDRESS _________________________________________________________
CITY/ST_____________________________________________ ZIP___________
EMAIL_____________________________________________________________
Special interests, talents and ideas:

_____ New Member _____ Renewal

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - clip here and submit above form with your dues - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

* * * PLEASE NOTE THIS BOARD OF DIRECTORS ANNOUNCEMENT * * *
In accordance with our bylaws, The Friends of the Library membership annually elects its Officers
and Directors at the Annual Meeting held in September of each year.
This process involves appointing a Nominating Committee to meet and recommend a proposed
Slate of Officers and Directors to the Board for their approval. Incumbents are polled to
determine if they are willing to continue on the Board for another year. If anyone chooses not to
continue, additional candidates are recruited by the Committee. Once the proposed Slate is
approved by the Board, it is then presented to the Membership to be voted on at the Annual
Meeting.
This year we have an opening on the Board for the 2019-2020 year, and the Committee is
looking for candidates to fill the open slot. All members of the Friends of the Library are eligible
to occupy a seat on the Board. If you are interested in applying for this position, please contact
Linda Parker, Nominating Committee Chair, at her email address of sagedog3843@yahoo.com
or call the Friends of the Library Workroom at (760) 839-4832 and leave a message for Linda
indicating your interest. All interested persons must contact the Committee Chair by
July 19 to be considered.
************************************************************************************************************************************************
If you have comments or suggestions for this newsletter please email Linda Faulkner, Editor, at lindafaulkner10@gmail.com

-7-

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Escondido, CA

Friends of the
Escondido Public Library
239 S. Kalmia Street
Escondido, CA 92025

Permit No. 404

Return Service Requested

The Friends Board meets the 2nd
Wednesday of each month
(except July) at 9:30 AM upstairs
in the Board Room and the
meetings are open to the public.

Friends of the Library
Board of Directors >>>
Elmer Cameron, President
Jim Tisdale, Vice President
Christel Luther, Treasurer
Mary Roy, Secretary
Directors:
Georgia Chonko
Linda Faulkner
Marlene Hoover
Marge Kelley
Linda Parker
Judy Tisdale
Shop Coordinator
Linda Atkinson*
*appointed by the Board

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Friends News
Linda Faulkner, Editor

Please note . . .
The Library will be Closed Thursday, July 4 AND
Tuesday, July 30
Book Shop Hours are:
Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday
10:00 AM – 4:00 PM
Tuesday and Thursday
10:00 AM – 6:00 PM
* * * * * * * *
DO YOU SHOP AT MAJOR MARKET?
Please save your Major Market shopping receipts for the
Friends of the Library. They give us 1% of all receipts we
collect! Just give them to the Cashier in the Friends Book
Shop any time you visit.
In 2018 we received over $210
from Major Market with this program!
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