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From: Steve <sargabright@cox.net>
Sent: Wednesday, February 22, 2017 7:11 PM
To: Kristin Blackson
Subject: Escondido Country Club

I am completely in agreement with the plan that New Urban West has submitted. 
It’s time to move forward to begin to enhance the community. 
Thank you. 



1

From: Jane Aker-Anet and Mike Anet <akeranet@juno.com>
Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 12:05 PM
To: Kristin Blackson
Subject: Escondido Country Club Golf Course Land

Dear Ms. Blackson, 

Seems we keep singing the same tune and there is no one in the audience listening. 

We do not want 392 houses on the Escondido Country Club property and there are many reason. 

Let's say you buy a home next to another and behind you is an open area that allowed the home next to you to be built.  
Now suddenly some one comes in and says the rules have been changed.  Now you can have condos behind you or a 
community center.  I say what's with that?  We bought this small lot because many years ago we were told, The golf 
course (open space) allowed the smaller lots. 

Now let's look at the infrastructure.  The roads are atrocious.  I can't remember when they might have had new asphalt.  
Holes and cracks and worn down to the rocks throughout the ECC area.  What a shame.  From what I read, no 
expectation that anything will be done to fix this.  Can you imagine the problem when the 3 Villages are built and their 
roads are so narrow they won't allow parking within their own development?  They'll be parking on our streets which 
are terrible and have too many cars parked now. 

Freeway access is awful.  Try getting on to 15 or 78 now.  Long lines of traffic through the residential area.  No 
expectation this will change. 

Schools.  Oh my.  Try and pick up your kids or deliver them to school in the morning.  All these cars sitting and waiting for
children.  No place to sit?  Let's add a mobile class room.  I don't see any indication the New Urban people plan on a 55 
or older age development so 392 homes means lots and lots of people.  Children everywhere and tiny lots to play on but 
New Urban proposes pocket parks.  What a joke.  Have you actually seen what a pocket park looks like? 

Air quality?  Does anyone care? 

Are we losing our minds? 

Tax dollars are not everything.  What happened to quality of life issues? 

Amazing we call people "Planners".   Looks like this was planned by someone that never had a plan in their life. 

All over Escondido you see new developments that were approved by Planners and City Council.  No thought of parking 
and other necessities to keep people at peace with each other.  Cram more people in and forget the rest. 

Hopefully someone comes up with a better "plan". 

Thank You, 
Jane Aker‐Anet 
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Mike Anet and Jane Aker‐Anet 
(760) 505‐2638 and (760) 518‐5263 
CA BRE #01262772 and 00843896 
  
PLEASE ADD NEW E‐MAIL TO YOUR CONTACT LIST:     akeranet@gmail.com   
  
  
____________________________________________________________ 
The Only Drink You Need To Lose Weight In Weeks by‐blog.com 
http://thirdpartyoffers.juno.com/TGL3141/58a4b4be9ef4934be5b36st03duc 
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From: Melanie Anderson <writemel@sbcglobal.net>
Sent: Thursday, February 23, 2017 6:15 PM
To: Kristin Blackson
Subject: Country Club

Ms. Blackson, 

I am writing to express my opposition to the current proposal for the development of Escondido 
Country Club. I am a resident living at 2215 Medina Glen and I am seriously concerned at the number 
of homes proposed. 392 is too many homes! I urge the City to reconsider this plan. 

Best regards, 

Melanie Anderson 
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From: laura vitous <lvitous@yahoo.com>
Sent: Tuesday, February 21, 2017 7:19 PM
To: Kristin Blackson
Subject: The Villages-Case No. ENV16-0010, SUB 16-0009

To Kristin Blackson, 
    I am writing because I am concerned about the safety of my family, especially the children.  I live 
on Firestone Drive and the traffic is very busy and dangerous now. People use it as a shortcut to El 
Norte and usually they go a lot faster than the 25 mph. I have a hard time getting out of my driveway 
many times because it is so active and crowded. With this newly proposed large development, the 
traffic will only increase exponentially per each home. What is the city planning to do to remedy this 
dangerous situation? Are you going to close traffic off at Firestone? Are you going to install speed 
bumps? I am worried about what this new development will bring...noise pollution, traffic congestion, 
etc. 
Thank you for your consideration about my concerns. I am anxious to find out what the city is 
planning to do to insure the safety and quality of life for the residents already here.  

Laura and Michael Andrews 
1815 Firestone Drive 
Escondido, CA 92026 
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From: Mike Anet <akeranet@juno.com>
Sent: Thursday, February 23, 2017 4:28 PM
To: Kristin Blackson
Subject: Re: Escondido Country Club Golf Course Land

Hi Kristin,  
As time is running short, I want to add to my previous email 3 items: 
1. As we are in a drought, we will the water for this development come from?
2. As to schools, where are the additional classrooms be found?
3. The proposed density is totally unacceptable, as the only reason that the existing community was built on smaller lots
was the existence of the Golf course! 392 houses is not OK. 
Thank you! 
Mike Anet 

Sent from my iPhone 

Mike Anet 

> On Feb 15, 2017, at 2:29 PM, Kristin Blackson <kblackson@escondido.org> wrote: 
>  
> Jane, 
>  
> Thank you for your comments. Your comments and concerns are part of the record and will be included in the Draft 
EIR. 
>  
> Please note, the Notice of Preparation period for the proposed Escondido Country Club Project is the first step in the 
CEQA process.  We are asking interested parties and residents to provide comments to help identify issues that need to 
be studied along with their application.  The comments you provided give good insight to some of those issues.  Thank 
you. 
>  
> Please refer to the City's website to keep up‐to‐date on everything related to the City's review of the development 
proposal (www.escondido.org/ecc.aspx) or contact me directly via email. 
>  
> Sincerely, 
>  
> Kristin Blackson 
> Contract Planner 
> City of Escondido 
>  
> ‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
> From: Jane Aker‐Anet and Mike Anet [mailto:akeranet@juno.com]  
> Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 12:05 PM 
> To: Kristin Blackson <kblackson@escondido.org> 
> Subject: Escondido Country Club Golf Course Land 
>  
>  
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> Dear Ms. Blackson, 
>  
> Seems we keep singing the same tune and there is no one in the audience listening. 
>  
> We do not want 392 houses on the Escondido Country Club property and there are many reason. 
>  
> Let's say you buy a home next to another and behind you is an open area that allowed the home next to you to be 
built.  Now suddenly some one comes in and says the rules have been changed.  Now you can have condos behind you 
or a community center.  I say what's with that?  We bought this small lot because many years ago we were told, The golf 
course (open space) allowed the smaller lots. 
>  
> Now let's look at the infrastructure.  The roads are atrocious.  I can't remember when they might have had new 
asphalt.  Holes and cracks and worn down to the rocks throughout the ECC area.  What a shame.  From what I read, no 
expectation that anything will be done to fix this.  Can you imagine the problem when the 3 Villages are built and their 
roads are so narrow they won't allow parking within their own development?  They'll be parking on our streets which 
are terrible and have too many cars parked now. 
>  
> Freeway access is awful.  Try getting on to 15 or 78 now.  Long lines of traffic through the residential area.  No 
expectation this will change. 
>  
> Schools.  Oh my.  Try and pick up your kids or deliver them to school in the morning.  All these cars sitting and waiting 
for children.  No place to sit?  Let's add a mobile class room.  I don't see any indication the New Urban people plan on a 
55 or older age development so 392 homes means lots and lots of people.  Children everywhere and tiny lots to play on 
but New Urban proposes pocket parks.  What a joke.  Have you actually seen what a pocket park looks like? 
>  
> Air quality?  Does anyone care? 
>  
> Are we losing our minds? 
>  
> Tax dollars are not everything.  What happened to quality of life issues? 
>  
> Amazing we call people "Planners".   Looks like this was planned by someone that never had a plan in their life. 
>  
> All over Escondido you see new developments that were approved by Planners and City Council.  No thought of 
parking and other necessities to keep people at peace with each other.  Cram more people in and forget the rest. 
>  
> Hopefully someone comes up with a better "plan". 
>  
> Thank You, 
> Jane Aker‐Anet 
>  
>  
>  
> Mike Anet and Jane Aker‐Anet 
> (760) 505‐2638 and (760) 518‐5263 
> CA BRE #01262772 and 00843896 
>  
> PLEASE ADD NEW E‐MAIL TO YOUR CONTACT LIST:     akeranet@gmail.com  
>  
>  
> ____________________________________________________________ 

> The Only Drink You Need To Lose Weight In Weeks by‐blog.com 
http://thirdpartyoffers.juno.com/TGL3141/58a4b4be9ef4934be5b36st03duc 
>  
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From: Mike Strong
Sent: Tuesday, February 07, 2017 11:00 AM
To: Kristin Blackson; 'Blackson, Kristin'; 'Jonathan Frankel'
Subject: FW: Country Club drainage to be cleaned of sediment
Attachments: Document1.docx

Please see the attached and advise on how to proceed. 

Mike 

From: Alicia Appel  
Sent: Tuesday, February 07, 2017 10:16 AM 
To: Mike Strong <mstrong@escondido.org> 
Cc: Marcus Leso <mleso@escondido.org> 
Subject: Country Club drainage to be cleaned of sediment 

Hi Mike, 

We spoke last week about the issue with sediment from the Country Club property causing blockage in City storm drain 
pipes under Country Club Lane. Attached is a diagram. I’m cc:ing Marcus Leso as he did an inspection and can provide 
pictures of the area.  

Our storm drain crews have been dispatched to clean the drains under the street and the source of the recurring 
problem is from private property, so the City is unable to create a sustainable solution to the problem without 
cooperation from the Country Club property managers.  

Please connect me to the responsible party if possible, so I can confirm the timeframe to get this issue addressed.  If 
necessary, we may issue a Notice of Correction to ensure the work is completed in accordance with Municipal Code 
Chapter 22, which prohibits discharge of material, including sediment, to the City MS4.  

Thanks! 

Alicia Appel 
Sr. Environmental Programs Specialist   |   City of Escondido 
O: 760-839-4528   |   C: 760-215-2339   |   aappel@escondido.org  



Concern with unlined ditches on Country Club from Nutmeg and La Brea and the area behind the maintenance shed at the old golf course. 

This area is an issue causing blockages at La Brea and the area behind the maintenance shop is slowing the flow causing the sediment to block 

the three pipes. 

Request for property owner to clear accumulated sediment and/or vegetation in channel as necessary to restore flow and avoid further 

discharge downstream.   See approximate area outlined in red.  

 



1

From: Mike Strong
Sent: Tuesday, February 07, 2017 11:22 AM
To: 'Blackson, Kristin'; Kristin Blackson; Jason Han
Subject: FW: Country Club drainage to be cleaned of sediment
Attachments: IMG_9336.jpg; IMG_9337.jpg

FYI  

Mike 

From: Alicia Appel  
Sent: Tuesday, February 07, 2017 11:18 AM 
To: Mike Strong <mstrong@escondido.org> 
Cc: Marcus Leso <mleso@escondido.org> 
Subject: RE: Country Club drainage to be cleaned of sediment 

Hi Mike, here are the pictures showing sediment coming through drainage channel at country club and impacting City 
storm drain system under the street.  
Thanks, 
Alicia 

From: Alicia Appel  
Sent: Tuesday, February 7, 2017 10:16 AM 
To: Mike Strong <mstrong@escondido.org> 
Cc: Marcus Leso <mleso@escondido.org> 
Subject: Country Club drainage to be cleaned of sediment 

Hi Mike, 

We spoke last week about the issue with sediment from the Country Club property causing blockage in City storm drain 
pipes under Country Club Lane. Attached is a diagram. I’m cc:ing Marcus Leso as he did an inspection and can provide 
pictures of the area.  

Our storm drain crews have been dispatched to clean the drains under the street and the source of the recurring 
problem is from private property, so the City is unable to create a sustainable solution to the problem without 
cooperation from the Country Club property managers.  

Please connect me to the responsible party if possible, so I can confirm the timeframe to get this issue addressed.  If 
necessary, we may issue a Notice of Correction to ensure the work is completed in accordance with Municipal Code 
Chapter 22, which prohibits discharge of material, including sediment, to the City MS4.  

Thanks! 

Alicia Appel 
Sr. Environmental Programs Specialist   |   City of Escondido 
O: 760-839-4528   |   C: 760-215-2339   |   aappel@escondido.org  
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From: Mike Strong
Sent: Thursday, February 09, 2017 5:11 AM
To: Mike Strong
Cc: Kristin Blackson
Subject: FW: [Website Feedback]: Esco Country Club

The Mayor responded to this one.  Please utilize for record retention. 

Mike 

From: noreply@www.escondido.org [mailto:noreply@www.escondido.org]  
Sent: Sunday, February 5, 2017 1:21 PM 
To: Sam Abed <sabed@escondido.org>; Olga Diaz <Odiaz@escondido.org>; Ed Gallo <egallo@escondido.org>; Michael 
Morasco <Mmorasco@escondido.org>; John Masson <jmasson@escondido.org> 
Subject: [Website Feedback]: Esco Country Club 

Ryan Auer 
Ryanauer@hotmail.com 

Hello- I am a resident and really excited about the Country Club area and nature it represents. The FEMA flood 
areas and old golf course have become a beautiful home for wildlife and picturesque views. Please help up to 
further beautify this area and take pride in an excellent Escondido neighborhood. I am here to help and willing 
to put in hard work to show off and Spotlight this area of Escondido the jewel it is. Thanks! 
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From: Adam Barker <adamdbarker1@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, February 24, 2017 3:17 PM
To: Kristin Blackson
Cc: Mike Strong; John Masson; Kelly Barker
Subject: New Urban West, Inc. "The Villages" Proposal

Dear Ms. Blackson 

We are writing you this email to express our concerns with the proposed New Urban West, Inc. (NUWI) 
development of the current Country Club property. We are home owners in the area who have a vested 
interest in ensuring that a responsible development is pursued which will add value to our community. Our 
concerns are as follows: 

Traffic Impacts ‐ The development of 392 family residential units will add significant traffic congestion to the 
surrounding area. Assuming that these homes are intended for families, most residences will have 2 cars each 
which will add approximately 780 new cars to the local commuting area. We are concerned that this will have 
a significant impact on the already deteriorating roads that the city seems to have trouble maintaining. An 
additional concern is the potential impact on residential roads that are not intended to act as major 
thoroughfares. Since there is currently only one street that has access to the south bound I‐15 (El Norte), 
many of the new residents will need to use small residential streets as an access point to El Norte (one 
example is the use of Sunbury Street for access from Country Club Drive to El Norte).  

Proposed Open Space vs. Useable Open Space – The NUWI proposal advertises that 40% of the current 
property will remain open space. However, much of this open space (approximately 30%) looks to be 
dedicated to drainage basins and culverts. This reduces the actual useable open space to approximately 28% 
of the property. We consider this to be the absolute minimum needed to act as a buffer zone between the 
new and existing homes. It does not allow any additional room for open space zones intended for recreation 
(parks, etc.). 

Private vs. Public Open Space – Under NUWI’s current proposal, the open space areas are planned to be 
privately owned and maintained by the development’s HOA.  Although NUWI’s intention is to provide the 
public access to the open space areas, we have heard of no guarantee or zoning restrictions that ensure that 
these areas would remain available to the public in the future. Should the HOA decide in the future to restrict 
access to these open space areas, it would have a significant impact on the surrounding community.  

Housing Density ‐ Although NUWI advertises that the current housing density is consistent with the 
surrounding community, we are concerned that that the proportion of the proposed lot sizes do not match 
the proportion of the lot sizes in the surrounding community. For example, although NUWI’s plans did include 
some 7,000 square foot lots, the majority of the lots seem to be 2,500 square feet. Looking at the surrounding 
lot sizes, the majority seem to be around 7,000 square feet with some additional lots around 2,500 square 
feet. This disparity in housing density will have a significant impact on the visual aesthetics of the community, 
add noise and light pollution, and add strain on the city’s current infrastructure. NUWI’s plans do not address 
now these issues will be mitigated, or who will pay for the upgrades that will ultimately be required for the 
city’s current utilities and infrastructure.  

If you have any questions on our concerns noted above, please feel free to contact us. Thank you for your time 
and consideration. 



2

Adam & Kelly Barker 
909‐967‐0320 
1874 Sunbury St. 
Escondido, CA 92026 
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From: Mike Strong
Sent: Thursday, February 09, 2017 5:24 AM
To: Cbrenner1948@gmail.com
Cc: Bernadette Bjork; Kristin Blackson
Subject: RE: [Website Feedback]: New Urban West ROCC

Carolyn 

Thanks for reaching out to the City to express your thoughts about the Villages - Escondido Country Club Project 
proposal.  We have been getting a lot of emails lately, and we are reviewing all of them.  

As you know, the City is working through a process to review the Project proposal in accordance with all of the City's 
rules and regulations.  A part of this process is to hear from people like you about what works and what doesn't. 

We established a project website to keep everyone up to date on what is going on with the City's review 
(www.escondido.org/ecc.aspx) and so that everyone knows when it is important to provide input.  And since public input 
is an important part of this review, we provided some detail on what the public can expect moving forward.  Please use 
this as a resource. 

At this point, the applicant submitted an application and the City is reviewing the Project proposal.  Part of this review will 
include the development and public review of an informational report on the environmental effects of the project.  To 
help you understand what an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) process is, what it isn’t, and how the EIR process may 
be used to address your concerns about traffic, public services, community character, and many other environmental 
factors, a public scoping meeting will be held on Monday, February 13, 2017 from 4:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. The 
meeting will be held at the City of Escondido, Mitchell Room.  Please note that this Scoping meeting is not a public 
hearing.  The Scoping meeting is to kick-off the EIR process, and learn what all will be involved in the EIR process, which 
is expected to take several months to complete.  All written comments received at this meeting will be considered in the 
preparation of the environmental documents and become part of the record.   

Thank you. 

Mike Strong 
Assistant Planning Director 
City of Escondido 

From: Bernadette Bjork 
Sent: Tuesday, February 07, 2017 4:21 PM 
To: Mike Strong 
Subject: FW: [Website Feedback]: New Urban West ROCC 

From: noreply@www.escondido.org [mailto:noreply@www.escondido.org]  
Sent: Tuesday, February 7, 2017 3:45 PM 
To: Sam Abed <sabed@escondido.org>; Olga Diaz <Odiaz@escondido.org>; Ed Gallo <egallo@escondido.org>; Michael 
Morasco <Mmorasco@escondido.org>; John Masson <jmasson@escondido.org> 
Subject: [Website Feedback]: New Urban West ROCC 

Carolyn Brenner  
Cbrenner1948@gmail.com 
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This morning's UT article highlights the issue of developing the Country Club.  I am in favor of the plan put 
forth by NUW and urge you to move forward ASAP.   ECCHO DOES NOT speak for me 
  
Carolyn Brenner  
1826 Burlington Place  
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From: Mike Strong
Sent: Thursday, February 09, 2017 5:23 AM
To: Kristin Blackson; Bernadette Bjork
Subject: FW: [Website Feedback]: Escondido C C Area 

From: Mike Strong 
Sent: Thursday, February 09, 2017 5:22 AM 
To: cbrenner1357@yahoo.com 
Subject: RE: [Website Feedback]: Escondido C C Area 

Charles 

Thanks for reaching out to the City to express your thoughts about the Villages - Escondido Country Club Project 
proposal.  We have been getting a lot of emails lately, and we are reviewing all of them.  

As you know, the City is working through a process to review the Project proposal in accordance with all of the City's 
rules and regulations.  A part of this process is to hear from people like you about what works and what doesn't. 

We established a project website to keep everyone up to date on what is going on with the City's review 
(www.escondido.org/ecc.aspx) and so that everyone knows when it is important to provide input.  And since public input 
is an important part of this review, we provided some detail on what the public can expect moving forward.  Please use 
this as a resource. 

At this point, the applicant submitted an application and the City is reviewing the Project proposal.  Part of this review will 
include the development and public review of an informational report on the environmental effects of the project.  To 
help you understand what an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) process is, what it isn’t, and how the EIR process may 
be used to address your concerns about traffic, public services, community character, and many other environmental 
factors, a public scoping meeting will be held on Monday, February 13, 2017 from 4:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. The 
meeting will be held at the City of Escondido, Mitchell Room.  Please note that this Scoping meeting is not a public 
hearing.  The Scoping meeting is to kick-off the EIR process, and learn what all will be involved in the EIR process, which 
is expected to take several months to complete.  All written comments received at this meeting will be considered in the 
preparation of the environmental documents and become part of the record.   

Thank you. 

Mike Strong 
Assistant Planning Director 
City of Escondido 

From: Bernadette Bjork 
Sent: Tuesday, February 07, 2017 2:48 PM 
To: Mike Strong 
Subject: FW: [Website Feedback]: Escondido C C Area 
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From: noreply@www.escondido.org [mailto:noreply@www.escondido.org]  
Sent: Tuesday, February 7, 2017 2:02 PM 
To: Sam Abed <sabed@escondido.org> 
Subject: [Website Feedback]: Escondido C C Area  
  
Charles Brenner  
cbrenner1357@yahoo.com 

Mr Mayor and City Council  
ECCHO does not speak for me. I want the area to be developed. I am tired of the mess the former CC has 
turned into. 
thank you 
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From: Ronald Brezic <ronaldjbrezic@yahoo.com>
Sent: Saturday, February 11, 2017 2:41 PM
To: Kristin Blackson; Sam Abed; John Masson; Michael Morasco; Ed Gallo; Olga Diaz
Subject: New Urban West Proposal

I writing again with my concerns involving the New Urban West development proposal for the 
Escondido Country Club property.  First of all I’d like to express my displeasure with our past and/or 
present elected officials of Escondido who performed a redistricting effort many years ago and didn’t 
take into account the country club zoning which should have been designated as open space and I 
believe that was part of their job.  Then when more than 60% of the citizens of Escondido voted 
against a proposed development, voting for an open space area – the city again let the citizens of 
Escondido down by not challenging the judge’s verdict!  There is enough history from the original 
1960’s resolutions that supported the open space for this property and I believe the city should have 
challenged the courts decision. 

I’m also very disappointed with the NUWI proposal for 392 homes which are all two story single family 
and 13 multi-family homes.  My first concern is that the multi-family homes do not conform to the 
current R-1-7 zoning which must be enforced because there aren’t any special circumstances such 
as extreme topography, drainage or unusual shapes existing which would allow the planning 
commission to authorize an exception to the minimum lot area.  Also the proposal for all two story 
homes does not fit into the existing country club area because there is approximately 1 existing two 
story to approximately 25 single family homes or more (approximation only) in the surrounding area – 
this development would really create an eyesore for Escondido and needs to be rejected due to many 
zoning issues.   

There should also be a density study, paid for by the developer and the final results should be posted 
for public access.  The density transfer from the 1960’s resolutions (and on) must be calculated for 
every existing development (approximately 29 existing developments) around the golf course 
property.  Those original commitments for open space made between the original developers and the 
city must be enforced making less of the golf course property available for development – probably 
allowing a maximum 100 to 150 homes.   

Some other important factors which need to be considered are; 
1. Traffic control from a large development could make travel dangerous without additional traffic lights on

several streets, plus additional turn lanes on Nutmeg/El Norte Parkway and those lanes entering route
15 from El Norte Parkway.

2. Roads around the golf course will also require repaving due to construction traffic.
3. Drinking water and water pressure requirements could be an issue to surrounding homes?
4. Possible updating of existing city waste water treatment facilities and storm water drains would be

required to handle the new development?  
5. Approximately half the golf course property is a flood zone – any grading might impact surrounding

homes or homes downstream from the proposed development. 
6. The water shed from homes is drastically different from rain falling on open spaces which adds to the

flood zone issues, both in the ECC area and downstream neighborhoods. 
7. I’m sure there are numerous additional issues which need to be investigated before any development

is proposed and/or approved.  The city needs to continue to be 100% transparent with any proposal. 
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Hopefully the city of Escondido will keep all the citizens of Escondido informed about any progress 
concerning this proposal and any other proposal in Escondido – transparency in important. 
  
Thank you, 
Ron Brezic 
David Drive Resident on ECC. 
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From: Ronald Brezic <ronaldjbrezic@yahoo.com>
Sent: Saturday, February 11, 2017 2:48 PM
To: Sam Abed; John Masson; Michael Morasco; Ed Gallo; Kristin Blackson; Olga Diaz
Subject: ECC Property

To all our city officials, 

I felt it was important to send you this link about golf course closures.  Michael Schlesinger, his team 
and New Urban West are not doing the city or the citizens of Escondido any favors by attempting 
to develop the Escondido Country Club property, they are only interested in making a good 
profit!  Please take the time to read this article.  NUWI is an extension of Schlesinger and the city of 
Escondido needs to be extremely careful, the citizens of Escondido are depending on you and your 
judgement - please don't let us down. 

Thank you, 

Ron Brezic 

 

Escondido Country Club
As-it-happens update ⋅ February 10, 2017 

NEWS 

Developer has earned a reputation as 'a bully' 

Camarillo Acorn 

“We are dealing with a man who is a bully, who tries to intimidate people,” said the president of the Escondido Country Club 

Homeowners Assn., in a ...
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From: Robert Crowe <recrowe@cox.net>
Sent: Monday, February 13, 2017 3:48 PM
To: Kristin Blackson
Cc: Mike Strong
Subject: ECC

One area that often gets overlooked in considering new housing subdivisions is the construction phase. With all the heavy 
equipment utilized for earth moving and construction there is a large amount of diesel fuel consumed with resulting air pollution 
and a great deal of noise. Normally construction is constrained to a 6am start which is not too bad in working neighborhoods 
where people are getting ready for work, but in retirement areas like Escondido Country Club as most do not need to rise early 
for work, they did that for their working careers, maybe the EIR should study later start times like 8 AM. After the grading there 
will be a great deal of dust and dirt generated by trucks hauling materials over rough graded dirt roads and more noise from 
construction machines. It is well known that during the periods of tract construction with surrounding homes that there is an 
increase of crime by bringing many people into what has been a quiet safe neighborhood. The question here is how can the 
safety of the existing residents be assured without having extra burdens placed on the city’s law enforcement as the only money 
generated from this project is for the developers. The City’s study during the Prop H period clearly pointed out this problem and 
,as yet, it has not been answered. 
Robert Crowe 
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From: John Brown <johnbrown1228@cox.net>
Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 10:09 AM
To: Kristin Blackson
Cc: Mike Strong; John Masson; Sam Abed
Subject: The Country Club Neighborhood
Attachments: CCF14022017.pdf

Dear Ms. Blackson,  

It is a travesty as to what has been done to my neighborhood.  Here is an articulation of same 

John Brown 
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From: suebuehler1 <suebuehler1@att.net>
Sent: Thursday, February 23, 2017 8:06 PM
To: Kristin Blackson; Mike Strong; Sam Abed; John Masson; Michael Morasco
Cc: Sam Abed; John Masson; Michael Morasco; Ed Gallo; diaz@escondido.org
Subject: Resident input on Escondido Country Club plan proposal by NUW

Ms. Blackson, Mr. Strong, and City Council members, 

My husband and I have been Escondido residents since 1971, living in the east part of town until 1991 when we 
bought our home here at 1788 Pinehurst Ave.  We worked many years to be able to move into this lovely 
neighborhood.  We moved here to have a peaceful, safe, serene life in a friendly, uncrowded area. We weren't 
golf members but loved the open space. Later as our family grew to include grandchildren we became pool 
members at the Club. Our grandkids still remark of how much they miss going there. That's exactly what we 
had until a greedy man from Beverly Hills came to town.  

Here's why my husband and I so adamantly oppose this plan. Nothing has really changed since the developer 
came to town. He still pulls the strings, just under the guise of another company.  His original plan called for 
over 600 dwelling units. I think he came to realize, once our neighborhood banded together, that wouldnt fly so 
then he pared it down to perhaps 450.  However, our group never got assurance, as he never wanted our input or 
real communication. Now he has allowed NUW to come in and pretend to care about what we think. Yes, they 
had neighborhood meetings. I have been very involved since the beginning of this calamity and not once at any 
meeting have I heard any resident say that 392 dwelling units on small row house lots would fit the nature of 
this area. Oh, and not to mention 2 story units that would stick up like look out towers, as you can see on the 
maps. At the supposed input meetings their rep took detailed notes, or so it seemed. Not at any time did our 
group express any suggestion of high density housing being a good fit for the area. 

Here's the truth about our concerns and others. We have expressed concerns about the issues of traffic, water 
usage, safety, and school overcrowding. Traffic is already impacted from cars cutting through from Center City 
to El Norte to get to San Marcos and the University. At times the speed of these cars is 45 mph, posing danger 
to residents walking or driving along Country Club.  Their plan does not efficiently solve the traffic issue, 
especially when you consider the added traffic the plan proposes.  With almost 400 more dwelling units the 
already overburdened schools will not accommodate more. I worked for the district so I know this subject 
well.  I also am concerned with all the live oak trees being protected and any endangered species possibly living 
on the property. Drainage is extremely sensitive too. When we first moved here we were required to have flood 
insurance. The drainage hasn't changed and water still pools and floods in areas on the old course. I hope you 
truly consider all of these red flags before allowing this treasured historical area of Escondido to be overrun 
with prison guard look out towers, more traffic congestion, and possible environmental problems to spoil it. 

In my opinion, the solution is to build smaller units on lots that fit within the already existing area, and zoning. 
Bottom line is 392 is too many, too close, and too tall.  By the way, their claim that seniors will buy them is 
bogus. Not one senior I know wants to climb stairs. They will be bought by one or more families, especially if 
they are high priced. Remember the man from Beverly Hills objective is to make more than a fair market. He 
bought for a song and wants to make more than fair.   

Some of these objections I have expressed may seem like personal feelings. They are just that. Answer these 
questions for me. Do you like or love where you live? If it were to be drastically changed adversely from what 
you moved there for, how would you feel? Even better, would you want to live in my neighborhood on the 
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perimeter of the old course after the lookout towers are built? How about after traffic becomes unbearable and 
the school district wants more tax revenue or another bond passed?  This project could eventually impact more 
than just our Country Club area.  
 
Lastly, I want to express how grateful I am that you will read and really digest the concerns my husband and I 
along with so many Escondido residents have. Please remember that our first priority from the beginning has 
been to keep our community safe and as open spaced as possible. The City Council agreed with us at the time 
and later over 60% of Escondido resident voters agreed with us. Allowing 392 towers, more traffic, and already 
burdened schools to be impacted  is not appropriate for this area. The plan needs to be reduced in number and 
size. All of the issues stated need to be completely addressed. 
 
 
In conclusion, as the Planning Dept. please help insure a good fair plan, not one that only benefits one man's 
greed. As the City Council, please listen to your constituants.  
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
Mrs. Susan Buehler and Mr. Robert Buehler 
1788 Pinehurst Avenue 
Escondido, 92026 
 
Written and sent on 2/23/2017 
 
Sent from Samsung tablet. 
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From: william cloney <dbclo@cox.net>
Sent: Thursday, February 23, 2017 3:08 PM
To: Kristin Blackson
Subject: golof course development

There is not need for more housing in our area. Highway 78 and 15 are already overcrowded as are some of 
the surface streets, and also our schools. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Adella CLONEY 



February 20, 2017 
 
Kristin Blackson 
Contract Planner 
City of Escondido 
201 N. Broadway 
Escondido, CA  92025 
 
RE:  Additional Comments Concerning Environment Impact Report for the Escondido Country 
Club Proposed Project by New Urban West Inc. (NUWI) The Villages (Case No:  ENV 16-0010: 
SUB 16-0009) 
 
Dear Ms. Blackson: 
 
Thank you and other members of the City of Escondido's Planning Department for meeting with 
concerned citizens last Monday night as part of the Public Scoping meeting on the above-
referenced project.  I am sending you this follow-up letter concerning the above-referenced EIR 
as it relates to the Public Scoping Meeting. 
 
I noticed on the City's website concerning this project that E-Newsletters and project handouts 
are subject to project need or interest.  I would be interested in reviewing the City of San 
Marcos and The Army Corp of Engineers comments on this EIR.  Will they be made available for 
the public to review? 

While at the Scoping Meeting, I met a gentleman who was speaking with Mike concerning a 
landfill off of Sleepy Hill Lane and David Glen.  These streets are part of the country club 
neighborhood on the northwest side of the country club property.   

There is a City of Escondido file referenced as "Mitigated Negative Declaration", Case No. ENV 
10-0005, Benton Burn Site Remediation Project, date Issued:  August 15, 2011.  I researched 
this and found that there was a landfill site remediation report that was completed in 2011 by 
the City of Escondido's Planning Division.   

Since I am not familiar with planning departments' research methodology, would this matter 
have been discovered by the City as part of the EIR report if the resident had not brought it up 
during the meeting?  What resources is the City using to thoroughly investigate any instances 
such as this that might adversely affect any plans to development the country club property?   

The resident's concern centered around the past history of flooding at the country club 
property.  The water from the Benton landfill channel situated within a recognized flood plain 
runs down David Glen to David Drive and then down to the country club property, flooding the 
northern end.  It is a known source of water for the detention pond on the property behind the 
clubhouse. 



A Post-closure Monitoring and Maintenance Plan for the Benton burn site has been instituted 
by the City of Escondido to address long-term monitoring and maintenance to ensure that the 
cap remains in good condition to limit toxic exposure to humans and the environment.  To me, 
this suggests that there on-going concern with the site relative to its long-term effects on the 
neighborhood given that it is in a recognized flood plain area. 

The Mitigated Negative Declaration included concerns about the potential of California 
gnatcatcher breading grounds at the landfill site.  I would recommend a similar survey for the 
country club property due to its close proximity to the landfill as well as having locations on the 
course where coastal sage scrub is likely present.  Because the Benton landfill's sage scrub was 
destroyed in the remediation effort, the country club property is likely to have provided the 
gnatcatcher another breeding habitat, if it was not one prior. 

I did notice that the Benton Burn Site Remedial Action Project on Cultural Resources is deemed 
confidential and not appropriate for public distribution.  This leads me to reason that Native 
American or other archeological artifact(s) were found during the remediation process because 
the location of an archeological site or sacred lands is exempt from public disclosure.  The 
location of these artifacts were most likely discovered during the grading and excavation of 
burn ash-containing waste.  Again, due to the close proximity of the country club property to 
the burn site, it is reasonable to assume that Native American artifacts may be present at the 
country club property as well.  The migration of Native Americans, especially the Luiseño, has 
been documented from the coast to Escondido.  Natural water resources critical to survival 
were the driving force of such settlements.  Since 1988 when the City of Escondido was 
founded, NW Escondido was agricultural resource with either citrus or avocado groves which 
again prospered due to the existing water sources.  When the country club property was 
landscaped for golf operations in the 1960's, the property underwent little grading or 
excavation procedures because the land was primarily flat with some hills.  The property has 2 
existing underground wells on site which again speak to the potential of settlement by Native 
Americans. 

Grading with heavy earth moving equipment will ruin any artifacts on the surface layers and in 
the layers below given the depths of the predetermined excavation of the 850,000 CY of infill 
for this project.  I believe that not only are there Native American artifacts; but, paleontological 
resources as well. 

Again, I would hope that these potentially significant EIR impacts will be reviewed and a full 
CEQA review will ensue to protect these windows into our past and our quality of life going 
forward. 

Sincerely, 
 
Mary Coffey 
1855 Burlington Pl. 
Escondido, CA  92026 
   



 

 

Scoping Meeting, City Planning Department 
February 13, 2017 
 
 
1.  New Urban West is making a great deal about how the new homeowners will be 

taking responsibility for the amenities (hiking trails, etc.) and that these amenities will 
be open to the general public.  In my opinion, once the houses have been built and 
sold, the developer is out of the picture and the HOA is in complete control.  In my 
experience, I have not known any HOA to allow the public to use any facilities paid for 
by members of the HOA.  Can New Urban West guarantee that for the next 50 years 
the new homeowners will be totally responsible for maintaining the publicly used 
amenities and there will be no fallback on existing owners or the City of Escondido? 

 
2.  When the golf course was a golf course, there were people who would cut through 

the golf course homes to access Cortez Avenue and then to El Norte.  This was due 
to the fact that these homes were built without fences, an open community.  Can you 
let us know whether New Urban West  (or whoever develops this land) is planning on 
installing fencing around the property perimeter so that there is some security for the 
existing homes especially as this will become public hiking trails.  Another thing to be 
considered, if these hiking trails are opened up to the public, will there be parking lots 
for the users and who will be responsible for that?  The HOA or the City? 

 
3.  According to the plans submitted by New Urban West, there will be condominiums 

and town homes built as well as the single-family homes.  Why are these condos not 
mentioned in all the New Urban West literature, or drawings shown of how they will 
look and be crammed into our backyards? 

 
4.  New Urban West has said that they have met with the ECCHO board and had many 

community meetings when this, in fact, is not true.  There is a small gaggle of new 
residents who do not know the history behind the attack of Stuck in the Rough and 
seem to think high density housing on the former golf course will improve the 
neighborhood.  392 homes is too many!  The streets, schools, utilities, etc. cannot 
handle that much of an increase in this neighborhood. 

 
 
 
Respectfully, 
Terence and Carol Collins 
1853 Cortez Avenue 
Escondido, CA 92026 
760 480-7201 
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From: Alan Colton <pccafc@juno.com>
Sent: Friday, February 17, 2017 5:43 PM
To: Kristin Blackson
Subject: OPPOSITION TO COUNTRY CLUB BEEHIVE DEVELOPMENT

Dear Sir, 
         The other day at the developer’s presentation I wrote some input regarding my feelings about the 

development.  However, after a few more days of reflection, I struggle even more with the developers plan.  I live right 
above the golf course on Calle Redonda Ln.  I have lived here for the past 13 years.  Of course, I enjoyed living on a golf 
course although that was not the reason I bought our home. However, now that I realize how many houses and how 
small the parcels of land will be for each home I realize that this will change the total presentation of our 
neighborhood.  I believe the bulk of lots will be 2300 sq. ft. or less.  Plans are not for individual yards essentially, but 
expecting the use of green space supported though HOA fees to be their front and back yards.  A representative of the 
developer even pointed out that their presentation already had changes so that their plans now call for entrance to one 
section of Village 2 to be from Gary street and not from Country Club.  This makes me wonder how many other changes 
are planned that were not presented.  

         If the developer is allowed to turn our neighborhood into basically condos though he refers to the bulk of them 
as houses, this will have a big impact on traffic and the value of our homes.  Yes, our neighborhood does have condos 
already, but they probably make up only 10 per cent of the immediate neighborhood.   

392 homes will bring 500‐700 more cars and much heavier traffic on Country Club and Gary.  At one time, I 
heard a number around 267 homes being planned even though rumor had it that they were asking for consideration of 
only something like 4000 sq. ft. lots per home rather than an average of 7000.  I know that homes will eventually be built 
on this land; our hopes of turning the golf course into something else including green space were only wishes.  However, 
I beg of you to consider our neighborhood, value of our homes, traffic problems and pointing the developer towards 
homes that favorably compare with the homes around the Golf course. When I walk around my neighborhood I see 
homes mostly like mine.  Even the condos blend with their surroundings.  When I travel East on Country Club past the 
freeway, I am suddenly confronted with multiple apartments and condos.  I fear our neighborhood will one day look the 
same if you support the plan of this developer. 

Thank you for considering the issues I have presented. 
Alan and Patricia Colton 
1425 Calle Redonda Ln 
Escondido CA 92026 
760‐294‐3612 
pccafc@juno.com 

____________________________________________________________ 
Affordable Wireless Plans 
Set up is easy. Get online in minutes. 
Starting at only $14.95 per month!  
www.netzero.net  
































































































